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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values: Showing Tolerance and Respect for others
We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.
DIARY DATES
March
4th Yr 7 - 12 NCD Swimming sports StArnaud
6th School Photo’s
7th Yr 7 - 12 NCD Triathlon
11th Labour Day – Pupil Free
12th Yr 4 -6 Sandhurst & Goldfields Swimming
13th Finance Meeting
15th Whole School Assembly
20th Parents’ Club AGM
20th School Council
20th F – Yr 4 Hockey Roadshow
20th – 22nd Howqua Yr 11 Out Door Ed
21st LMR Swimming Swan Hill
22nd School Working Bee
27th Parent/ Teacher interviews
28th White card training
April
4th Y4 4 – Yr 6 Winter Sports at Boort
5th Whole School Assembly
5th End of Term 1
23rd Term 2 Begins

Principal’s Report
School Council Elections
Last Wednesday night, the timeline for School
Council elections was considered and approved.
There will be four parent and three DET positions
that will need to be filled and I urge all families to
consider taking on the responsibility of coming on
to School Council and having an input into the
direction of the school. Official notification of the
election and a call for nominations occurred last
Friday, 22nd February. Nomination forms will be
available from the General Office and are also
attached to this newsletter. Information and
nomination forms were emailed to all families via
the newsletter distribution list last Friday. Please
contact any current school councillors or myself if
you would like to ask questions about being on
Council. Nominations close on Friday, 1st March at
4pm.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Forward notice that the parent/teacher Interviews for this semester will take place on Wednesday,
27th March between 1.15pm and 8pm (times may vary slightly). Students will not have classes that
day but they will be expected to attend interviews. Interim reports will be issued before this day as
will notices regarding booking of interview times.
Xuno
As a way to increase knowledge of families in using Xuno, I will run some information sessions on
the Parent Teacher day for anyone interested but I will also place small “How to…” pieces into the
newsletter each week from now until the end of the term.
The first piece is about logging on and changing passwords. See the article at the end of this report.

Fees and Charges
All family accounts have been sent out and are due for payment now. If you have any queries,
please contact the Office and talk to Vikki or Lois.
Principal’s Availability Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
Bendigo all day Principals Meeting
St Arnaud

Tuesday
Wednesday
At School At School

Bushfire notice for BARR schools.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed
our Emergency Management Plan and we constantly check for any maintenance works that may
assist in preparing for the threat of fire. If there is to be a school closure parents will be notified the
day before. Permission to close the school for a Code Red day needs to come from the Regional
Director and will be given to the Principal no later than midday the day before.
What can parents do?








Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in
touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website (www.boortds.vic.edu.au)
and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our
emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or
in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during
your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department
of Education and Training website – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au
or call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

Portal: How to sign-in to the XUNO Parent and Student
Portal
1. Open your internet browser on your computer, mobile device or tablet, and navigate to the Portal
web-address xuno.boortds.vic.edu.au
2. On the login screen, enter the username or email address, and the password that your school has
provided to you in the welcome email. If you have lost your welcome email, please contact the
school and another can be sent.
3. If you have forgotten your username or password then please follow the steps in the related article
below to recover your details.

4. Click on the Sign-in button to login.
5. You'll be taken through a brief introductory welcome tour when you first sign-in. We recommend
that you take the tour to familiarise yourself with the XUNO Portal. You can also retake the tour at
any time by clicking on the Options menu then Take a Tour.

Forgot your username or password?
If you forget your sign-in password for XUNO don't panic - here's how you can reset your password:
1. Navigate to XUNO using your internet browser.
2. On the sign-in page, click on the link labelled Forgot your username or password? underneath
the Sign-in button.
3. Once you've entered your username or email address in the field provided click on
the Continue button.
4. You will be sent an email with an authentication code. If you do not know your username or
the email address your school has on file, then please contact your school.
5. Retrieve this authentication code from your email and type the code into the Auth Code field.
6. Type your new password into the two password fields. Make sure that you correctly type the same
password into both fields.

7. Click on the Continue button to save your new password.
Parents’ Club AGM
Our next meeting will be our AGM, this will be held on Wednesday, 20th of March at 9.00am at the school.
The President, Secretary and Treasurer roles need to be filled.
Please meet at the office. All very welcome!!
Apologies to Varlea on 0409 189 591. Thank you!
F-4 Assemblies:
This term we will have F-4 assemblies at 9am Friday mornings. The Year 4 students are excited to host
assembly each week. Parents and carers are welcome to attend. Whole school assemblies will on the 15th
March and 5th April.

School Photos

Wednesday 6th March 2019
Students must wear full school uniform for photos (not PE uniform)
Individual and Family photo envelopes must be returned to the school – even if a photo
is not required.
School Photos
School Photo envelopes were distributed to all students on, Friday, 22nd February. Could parents / carers
please read the instructions carefully and return the completed envelopes to the box at the school office as
soon as possible? All envelopes must be returned, even if you are not purchasing photos.
If you would like a family photo done, please collect a family envelope from the office. If you would like to
order a School Captain, Sports Captains, SRC or whole school photo for $20.00, parents / carers can either
write this on the envelope and include the money inside, or they can contact the photographer’s office and
place the order over the phone. – Academy School Photography & Production 1800 816 224 or
office@academyphoto.com.au. The special photos are $20 for an 8 x 10 print.
School photos will be taken on Wednesday, 6th March, starting early in the morning, finishing just after
recess.
Tom Bleicher

Construction Induction Card Training
A correction from the previous newsletter, the Construction Induction Card training is on Thursday, 28th
March, not 28th February.
Tom Bleicher
Quambatook Lions Youth of the Year
Congratulations to three of BDS students; Hannah
Streader, Zac Poxon and Gus Gould, who travelled to
Quambatook last week to participate in the Lions
Youth of the Year Quest. After an extensive interview
process, the entrants had the opportunity to present a
prepared speech on a subject of their choice.
Hannah spoke first on the topical issue of climate
change and certainly, after the hot days of January, this
presentation really struck a chord with the audience.
Zac followed with an inspiring speech on the
importance of reading to young children. Zac
explained how consistent reading to small children has
a huge impact on educational success and adult
income. Gus was the final speaker, and he outlined the
many life lessons he has learnt from listening to older
people’s words of wisdom and experience. He
focussed on fishing advice and also the philosophy he
had gained form reading AB Facey’s, ‘A Fortunate
Life’.
The contestants were then required to speak for two minutes on an impromptu topic. Firstly, about the issue
of pill testing at festivals and secondly, about the how social media keeps us connected but conversely
presents a danger becoming a constant distraction. Each person answered these questions with very
thoughtful and personal responses which were greatly appreciated by the audience.
In what must have been an agonising decision for the judges, Gus was awarded the overall winner.
However, of course, all of the contestants were winners for taking the opportunity and showing a high level
of engagement in their community.
Thanks to Brett Hosking and the Quambatook Lions Club who continue to offer this highly valuable
experience to our students.
I certainly encourage parents and students (current Year 11s and 10s) to take note that this competition
occurs in February each year and to put it on their schedule for 2020.
Susan Gould
Student School for Leadership – Snowy River
The students have settled in and already completed their ‘getting to know you activities’, had interesting
presentations from guest speakers, completed their expo skills and are just back from their expo. We will
hear from the students as soon as their schedule allows. Meanwhile, enjoy some photos from expo
preparation and their expo from Cape Conran.

Year 1 and Miss McOrist
Foundation Caitlyn Adamthwaite
Josh Willis
Year 1/2
Tyler Eldershaw
Sunny Soumelidis
Year 2/3
Jason Wright
Abby Potter
Year 3/4
Cooper Gooding
Dalyss Trinchi
Desiree Leersen
Tristen Zanker

For having a ‘can do’ attitude towards all tasks.
For always keeping his belongs organised.
For completing his activities and ‘having a go’ at all tasks.
For his fantastic writing about the Swimming Sports.
For his contributions to Guided Reading group discussions.
For working hard in all she does.
For fantastic place value work.
For excellent SMART Spelling work.
For always working quietly.
For showing respect to classmates.

MUSIC LESSONS – TERM 1
Spaces are available for Piano lessons with Gayle Smith. Music lessons run for 8
weeks and cost $70. If interested, please return the form below with payment to the
office. If paying by BPAY, please write ‘piano lessons’ in the description.
Thank you.
……………………………………………………………………………………………

Music Return Slip.
Return this to the Office with payment by Friday 1st March.

Name of student______________________________________________

Year level in 2019 ____________________________________________
Parent’s Signature: _________________________Date____________

Peter Nickless
Music Coordinator

Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Gateways School Projects and Salsa For Our Nachos!
Gateways students have been busy over the last few weeks working towards the completion of a number of
landscaping, construction and painting projects. With the tomato harvest in full swing, we also put together
some salsa for students to take home!

F - 6 Swimming Sports
On Tuesday last week, students from Foundation to Year 6 participated in their annual swimming sports. It
was a great day and students represented their house with excellent colour and enthusiasm.
The day started with the Year 4 - 6 swimming races with all students involved in swimming 25 or 50m of
their chosen strokes. It was great to see so many students giving their best in a variety of strokes. By the end
of the races, Maroochy had established a slight lead on both Wakooka and Gungaroo.

In the afternoon, all students joined in for their activities program including relay events, lilo races, cork
scrambles and biggest splash contests. As always, the enthusiasm and house cheering was on display and
with some assistance form parents and staff in the water, all students had the opportunity to add vital points
to their house tally.

By the end of the day, Maroochy had finished first, followed by Wakooka then Gungaroo. These points will
prove valuable in the overall results across the school.
A huge thank you to all staff, parents and guardians who came down and assisted throughout the day.
Without their assistance the day would not be possible. Congratulations must also go to the parents whose
relay team defeated the staff and Year 6 relays teams in our final event for the day.

Community News
BOORT DANCE GROUP
Boort Dance Group will spin into action the first week of TERM 2, on Wednesdays. (We are
waiting until tennis, swimming, Easter and holidays have finished.)
Boys and girls aged 3 years and up are invited to join and have fun. If you would like more
information, please do not hesitate to contact me couttsbij@bigpond.com or 0419 445 060
Kind regards,
Karen Coutts

