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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
BDS Beliefs and Values:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’
Thinking Creatively and Independently

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.
DIARY DATES
AUGUST
7th F – 12 Athletic Sports
7th Pre-School Visit
8th Arts Connect Year 9
9th Cow Reveal
12th Curriculum Day Pupil Free
13th VCE VET VCAL information
evening
14th VACL Exc Pyramid Hill
14th Finance Meeting
19th Yr 8 NCTTC Orientation
19th Year 12 Tertiary information
19th – 23rd Book Week.
21st – 23rd Kool Skool
21st School Council
21st Foundation Pre-School Visit
22nd TIS Year 12
23rd Book Week Dress up day
28th NC Athletic Sports Yr 7 - 12
30th F-6 Calder Sports
30th Parents’ Club Meeting 7pm
September
10th Parent Teacher interviews
13th F – 6 Teacher Profession
Development - No Primary Students
October
25th – 27th Art Show

Principal’s Report

Foundation ‘100 Days’ Celebration
Last week the Foundation class celebrated being at school
for 100 days. Many thanks to the parents and friends who
came along to help celebrate. The students were presented
with a certificate at the whole school assembly on Friday.
Parent/Teacher Interviews
The next round of F-12 Parent/Teacher interviews will be
held on Tuesday, 10th September. Keep your eye out for
more information regarding booking times to speak with
teachers. Please remember that there will be no classes
taught on this day but students are expected to come along
to the interviews with their parents. Interviews start just
after 1pm.
Visit to Pyramid Hill
Last Monday, Tom Bleicher and myself visited Pyramid
Hill College to speak to the current Year 10 students. The
students will be visiting the school shortly and they have
been invited to attend our Course Selection night.
Subject and Course Selection
On Tuesday, 13th August the information sessions around
VCE, VET and VCAL for 2020 will take place. This is a
very important and busy time of year where students think
about what courses they would like to study at school
during the next year. Parents are invited and encouraged to
come along to this session and talk to staff about
selections.

Forward notice of dates
This term there will be a pupil-free day on:
Monday, 12th August – Curriculum Day
Also:
Tuesday 10th September – Parent/Teacher Interviews (students are expected to come to interviews
and no classes run on this day)
Friday 13th September - F-6 teachers Professional Practice Day – all teachers will be away. No
school for Primary students. Note sent home yesterday with all F-6 students
Student Exchange
This week marks the last few days of school for Ebony Chamberlain. Next week she will leave our
shores for Canada on a six-month student exchange. We wish Ebony all the best for a safe flight
and an exciting few months studying in another country, living with a new family and learning a
new language.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
Curriculum Day –
Pupil Free Day

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Staff Car Park
Can parents and children please refrain from walking through the Staff
Carpark at the end of the school day. This is a safety issue.

REMINDER: CAN PARENTS WHO ARE DROPPING THEIR CHILDREN AT SCHOOL IN THE MORNINGS
PLEASE NOT USE THE BUS ZONE FROM 8.20AM TO 8.55AM. WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL CLOSE CALLS IN
RECENT WEEKS WITH CARS PULLING IN OR OUT WHEN BUSES ARE ENTERING, STATIONARY AND
LEAVING THE ZONE.
WE ALSO ASK THAT PARENTS NOT DROP OFF STUDENTS AT THE MEN’S SHED AS THE STUDENTS OFTEN
TEND TO WALK STRAIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD BETWEEN THE BUSES THAT ARE ENTERING, STATIONARY
OR LEAVING THE ZONE.
A Grogan (Bus coordinator)

Fees
For families who elected to pay fees by Term payments, your Term 3 fees are now due. Please
contact the Office if you require assistance.
VCE / VCAL/ VET Course Selection Information
During the current week, all Year 9 - 11 students will receive Handbooks, Selection Material and a letter
relating to selecting VCE / VCAL / VET course for 2020. We ask parents / carers to discuss this material
with their children and attend the information session on Tuesday 13th August for more information.
VCE / VCAL / VET Information and 2020 Subject Selection Night
On Tuesday 13th August, Boort District School will be holding an information night for students completing
VCE Victorian Certificate of Education), VET (Vocational Education and Training) or VCAL (Victorian
Certificate of Applied Learning) studies in 2020. This would include current Year 9 students, and all Year
10 and Year 11 students. The night will include the following:
7.00 VCE, VCAL and VET information
7.45 – 8.30 pm - Individual subject selection counselling information – VCE / VCAL / VET teachers, KLA
(Key Learning Area) co-ordinators, Home Group teachers will be available to discuss possible course
selections and NCTTC staff. Angela Poxon, our MIPS co-ordinator, may also be available.
Students will receive handbooks and subject selection material prior to this day.
Initial selections by current Year 10 and 11 students are due Monday 19th August. These initial selections
will allow us to prepare a timetable that best fits student selections. Students will then be asked to select
from the combination of subjects available. This will be completed during early September.
We look forward to seeing as many students and parents on this night as possible, including students and
parents from Pyramid Hill. It is always an exciting time of the year. We encourage both students and
parents to be as informed as possible regarding options that are available in 2020.
Tom Bleicher
Year 12 Tertiary Information Evening
On Monday, 19th August, the school will be conducting an information session for Year 12 students and
parents / guardians in relation to leaving school. The session will involve an outline of VTAC (Victorian
Tertiary Admissions Centre) application procedures, how to accept and enrol in a course, scholarships,
special entry access schemes, accommodation and other factors relating to living away from home, exams,
ATAR scores and discussion of important dates.
Following this there will be the opportunity for parents and students to ask any questions they may have.
Angela Poxon, our Pathways Coordinator, will be in attendance to offer assistance.
TIME:
VENUE:

7.30pm
Room G5, Boort District School

Drew Crilly & Leanna Moresi
Careers Coordinators

Peter Nickless
VCE Coordinator

School Magazine
If you have not ordered a school magazine at the start of the year, and would like to now order. Please pay
$20 to the office by Friday the 30th of August.
Premiers’ Reading Challenge.
One month to go, to get you Premier’s Reading Challenge forms back in. Challenge closes on the 6th of
September, but all forms need to be in prior to this date to enable time for processing.
Thanks Vikki Lanyon & Val Henderson

Tissues.
The F - 6 classrooms would very much appreciate tissue boxes
and/or wet ones provided for the classrooms. The tissue stocks
have dwindled due to the cool weather and some coughs and colds
that hit us in Term 2. We thank you for providing these resources
for your child’s classroom.
F - 6 Staff
Cow Reveal
Bessie-belle is looking great!
The whole school community is welcome to attend the
celebration.
The Foundation and Year 1 classes have been busy painting her
for the big Cow Reveal on Friday, 9th of August at recess (11.10 11.30 am), in front of the canteen.
To celebrate we are having free chocolate or strawberry
milkshakes for the whole school. On the day, each student will
need to bring their own plastic mug or cup and enjoy the
benefits of milk!

John Monash School of Science:
Friday of last week, I visited our three students, Sophie, Acacia and Ella as they attended another exciting
day at John Monash School of Science. After speaking with their teachers, I was pleased to hear that they
thought most highly of our students in every aspect of their studies. Importantly, they were impressed with
their ability to engage positively with everybody and admired their determination to learn and achieve to the
best of their ability.
This is their last week of a three week exchange. Next week, we can welcome our students home and look
forward to hearing stories first hand of their own experiences.
Mme Siân

Gateways Livestock Investigation
The Gateways Class recently spent time with Richard and Fiona Cockerell, discussing their farm and their
beef cattle. We thank them for their time. Our dairy calves arrive in a few weeks, so excitement is building!

Parliament Prize
Congratulations to Ebony Chamberlain who won third place in the Victorian Parliament Prize Competition
in the Year 10 – 12 section. The competition required students to create a 90 second Members Statement
video outlining an interest or concern that they wished the Parliament of Victoria to address. Ebony chose to
outline the issues faced by rural towns like Boort in attracting people to live and work in the area.
The competition was open to students in Year 5 and 6, 7 – 9 and 10 – 12. This year the competition received
a record number of entries from 589 primary and secondary school students from 113 schools across
Victoria.
The Honourable Peter Walsh MP presented Ebony with her certificate and prize money this week to
recognise her outstanding efforts.

Boort District School Book Week.
As part of our 2019 Book
Week August 19th to 23rd,
BDS Library will be hosting
a Scholastics Book fair. A
Students are encouraged to come
selection of children’s books
as their favourite book character,
both fiction and non-fiction
and we will have a parade in the
will be available for purchase
Stadium at 9am
in the library. Students will
be given an opportunity to
view these books and make a wish list, parents are under no
obligation to purchase these books, but each purchase gives the
school a commission. The library will be open before and after school
for parents/cares to view and purchase books.
We have put together a wish list of books that the library would like
to include in their collection that can be purchased and then donated
to the school. Each donated book will have a donation sticker
inserted inside the front cover.

Book week dress up day
Friday 23rd August

Donated to Boort District
School
2019
By

100 days of School Celebration:
Last Thursday, the children in Foundation celebrated their first 100 days of school. We had a marvellous time
celebrating with our families in the morning, showing them our work we have completed and making some
special 100 day crafts.
The children present at school on the 99th day of school had a special treat making a ‘hundreds and thousands’
chocolate freckle. Thanks to Kelly Henderson and Gemma Smythe for their assistance and coordination of
this activity.
Our buddies very kindly gave us a handmade card to congratulate us on this milestone.
Thanks to Mrs Rees and her Home Economics students for their very special activity and cookies prepared for
us. We had fun guessing the mystery items in the bags, 100 gumnuts, cotton balls, playing cards, rubber bands,
to name a few.
Thank you to Vikki Moresi and Sally Maxted for visiting our classroom in the afternoon. It was a great
opportunity to share the progress that the students have made in the first few months of school with friends
and family.
We had a great time on our 100th day of school.
Edwina Chalmers

Year 12 VCE English

Congratulation to the Year 12 VCE English class who recently completed their oral presentations. This
group choose some very challenging but really interesting topics. It was a great pleasure to listen to their
meticulously researched and articulate presentations.
Meg Last – We should ban plastic straws.
Molly – We should support the legalisation of abortion.
Grace - Political parties should have gender quotas.
Kaitlyn – More should be done to support retiring athletes.
Hope – The importance of trigger warnings.
Mitch – Pill testing at music festivals should be introduced.
Dylan – Gambling ads should be banned during televised sport.
Zailey – Animal activist groups should be subject to harsher penalties.
Archie – Brexit was a mistake.
Rory - We should support the introduction of 3-D food printers.
Zoe – The Murray Darling Basin plan is flawed.
Darcie – There needs to be tighter controls on the climbing of Mt Everest.

Susan Gould, Classroom teacher

Staff Room – CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to all Foundation student being 100 days smarter as of Thursday, 1st August.
Year 1
Xavier Junor
For his very entertaining and expressive reading this week!
Victoria Lanyon
For her excellent work with Shapes this week.
Year 2/3
Liam King
For his consideration of others.
Harlan Bartlett
For using his class time wisely.
Tia Lanyon
For taking pride in her presentation of work tasks.
Year 3/4
Desiree Leersen
For wonderful contributions to graphing discussions.
Dalyss Trinchi
For producing some excellent poems.
Samuel McClelland
For asking great questions about Venn diagrams.
Liberty Field
For fantastic listening skills.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Please contact Boort Pre-School
or Boort Newsagency for an
order form.

