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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
BDS Beliefs and Values:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’
Developing resilience within individuals

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.
DIARY DATES

Principal’s Report

Working Bee
A reminder that the working bee will be held this Friday
starting at 3.30pm. We will also have a couple of
computers available for any parents or carers who may
wish to complete the Parent Opinion Survey.
Curriculum Day
Monday (August 12th) we are holding our Curriculum Day.
Staff will be involved with learning about Autism
Spectrum Disorder and challenging behaviours. We have a
visitor from the Region coming to talk to staff about how
behaviours may present themselves and possible strategies
to use in the classroom. No students are required at school
on this day.
Prep ‘100 Days’ Celebration
Tomorrow, the Foundation class celebrate being at school
for 100 days with a small party where they will show
parents some of the activities they do. The Year Six
buddies will be there to help things along. This is such an
important milestone for our Foundation students and many
thanks must go to Edwina Chalmers for all her work, Judy
Wilkinson for the help offered in class and all the parents
who come along to help celebrate.
Parent/Teacher Interviews
The next round of P-12 Parent/Teacher interviews will be
held on Tuesday 10th September. Keep your eye out for
more information regarding booking times to speak with
teachers. Please remember that there will be no classes taught on this day but students are expected
to come along to the interviews with their parents. Interviews start just after 1pm.
AUGUST
1st Foundation 100 days of school
2nd Working Bee
6th LMR Hockey 7’s
7th F – 12 Athletic Sports
7th Pre-School Visit
8th Arts Connect Year 11
9th Cow Reveal
12th Curriculum Day
13th VCE VET VCAL information
evening
14th VACL Exc Pyramid Hill
14th Finance Meeting
19th Yr 8 NCTTC Orientation
19th Year 12 Tertiary information
19th – 23rd Book Week.
21st School Council
21st Foundation Pre-School Visit
22nd TIS Year 12
23rd Book Week Dress up day
28th NC Athletic Sports Yr 7 - 12
30th F-6 Calder Sports
30th Parents’ Club Meeting 7pm
September
10th Parent Teacher interviews
October
Art Showcase – Parents’ Club

Surveys
The Education Department Parent Opinion Surveys commenced last week. All families were
provided with a link to access the online survey. This email was sent out last Friday morning. If you
have any questions or need a refresher on your link, please contact the school.
Illness
Please remember to keep ill children at home. We understand that keeping kids home may cause an
inconvenience for families but it is better than spreading illness here at school. Thank you to all
those families who ring and let us know if children are away sick; we appreciate your cooperation.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
F-12 Athletics

REMINDER: CAN PARENTS WHO ARE DROPPING THEIR CHILDREN AT SCHOOL IN THE MORNINGS
PLEASE NOT USE THE BUS ZONE FROM 8.20AM TO 8.55AM. WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL CLOSE CALLS
IN RECENT WEEKS WITH CARS PULLING IN OR OUT WHEN BUSES ARE ENTERING, STATIONARY
AND LEAVING THE ZONE.
WE ALSO ASK THAT PARENTS NOT DROP OFF STUDENTS AT THE MEN’S SHED AS THE STUDENTS
OFTEN TEND TO WALK STRAIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD BETWEEN THE BUSES THAT ARE ENTERING,
STATIONARY OR LEAVING THE ZONE.
A Grogan (Bus coordinator)
2020 Subject Selection Preparation
Next Monday, Mrs Sherwell and myself will be visiting Pyramid Hill to speak to their Year 10 students.
This officially begins the 2020 subject selection process. I encourage our Year 9, 10 and 11 students, in
particular, to talk to students, parents / carers and staff about future choices. Initial selection material will be
provided to Year 9, 10 and 11 students next week in preparation for our information night and counselling
session on Tuesday, 13th August.
Tom Bleicher
Working Bee Roster Term 3

The next Working Bee will be held on Friday, 2nd August starting at 3.30pm. Could those attending
the working bee on Friday please bring whipper snippers and spades. One of our biggest tasks
involves weeding many of the garden beds around the school.

Families below have been rostered on and a list of jobs to complete will be provided, as will drinks
and a few snacks. Please sign in at the office and go to the Gateways shed near “The Patch”
Friday 2nd August 3.45pm
Mrs K Adams
Mr D and Mrs A Meadows
Mr C and Mrs S O’Flaherty
Mrs J Shelly
Mr T and Mrs K Perryman
Mr B and Mrs V Moresi
Mr J and Mrs S Streader
Mr V Toose and Mrs T Maher Toose
Mr K and Mrs K Velleley
Mr G and Mrs S Stringer
Mr G and Mrs L Leerson
Ms M Jones and Mrs S Edwards
Mrs R Wright

Mr K & Mrs R Mayberry
Mrs V Jacob
Mr D and Mrs F Williams
Mr D and Mrs M Stewart
Mr C and Mrs K Rothacker
Mr C and Mrs M Scott
Mrs J Junor
Mrs L Malcolm
Mr G and Mrs G Zanker
Mr J and Mrs N Vernon
Mr S and Mrs K Malone
Mr G & Mrs F Caine
Mr S and Mrs V Varghese

House Athletics
A reminder that Wednesday, 6th August (next week) is our House Athletics. All field and Track events will
be held on the top oval. Students are to come dressed in suitable attire for their events but also represent their
house colours. We encourage parents/guardians to come along and support the students as they participate.
Any parents or guardians that are available to help on the day, particularly with the F-6 student events,
please contact the school or return the yellow slip this week.
Hayden Rowley and Brooke Chamberlain
Pre-School Transition to School:
On Wednesday, 7th August, the Pre-School students, along with Vikki and Sally will visit BDS. Students
will be visiting the oval during our Athletics day between 1:30pm and 1:45pm. Pre-School parents/carers
will then pick up their children at 1:45pm. We welcome our visitors on this day.
Year 12 Tertiary Information Evening
On Monday, 19th August, the school will be conducting an information session for Year 12 students and
parents / guardians in relation to leaving school. The session will involve an outline of VTAC (Victorian
Tertiary Admissions Centre) application procedures, how to accept and enrol in a course, scholarships,
special entry access schemes, accommodation and other factors relating to living away from home, exams,
ATAR scores and discussion of important dates.
Following this there will be the opportunity for parents and students to ask any questions they may have.
Angela Poxon, our Pathways Coordinator, will be in attendance to offer assistance.
TIME:
VENUE:

7.30pm
Room G5, Boort District School

Drew Crilly & Leanna Moresi
Careers Coordinators

Peter Nickless
VCE Coordinator

YEAR 9 CAREER ADVISORY SERVICE
In 2019, all Year 9 students in Victorian government schools will be undertaking the
Morrisby online career diagnostic assessment. Boort District School Year 9’s will be
completing the assessment in class across three-four periods on Thursday and Friday this
week. Students who are absent for all or part of the assessment will have the opportunity to
complete it next week.
Following the assessment, both students and their parents will be encouraged to consider th e
information and answer some questions in preparation for a 1:1 career counselling session.
This will be conducted by a qualified, external career practitioner, and will be carried out
during school hours and on school premise s (over three days - September 4 t h – 6 t h ).
The discussions will include short -term specific subject choices as well as training, higher
education and employment pathways and options.
Written interview notes summarising the counselling session and any action points will be
provided to the school. The outcome of this process will be to improve the quality and
understanding of pathways for Year 9 students.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you require any further information.
Drew Crilly
Careers Coordinator

Foundation’s 100 days of school:
Foundation students will celebrate 100 days of school on Thursday, 1st August. We are looking forward to
celebrating this milestone with our families, our buddies, the Year 10 Home Economics students and the
wider school community.
Edwina Chalmers
Scholastic Book Club
Issue 5 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. Orders for Issue 5 of Scholastic Book Club need to be
completed by Friday, 2nd August. Please note that all orders need to be completed and paid for online.
Payment cannot be accepted at Boort District School.
Tissues:
The F-6 classrooms would very much appreciate tissue boxes and/or wet ones provided for the classrooms.
The tissue stocks have dwindled due to the cool weather and some coughs and colds that hit us in Term 2.
We thank you for providing these resources for your child’s classroom.
F-6 Staff
Cow Reveal
Bessie-belle is looking great!
The whole school community is welcome to attend the
celebration.
The Foundation and Year 1 classes have been busy painting
her for the big Cow Reveal on Friday, 9th of August at recess
(11.09 - 11.30 am), in front of the canteen.
To celebrate we are having free chocolate or strawberry
milkshakes for the whole school. On the day, each student
will need to bring their own plastic mug or cup and enjoy
the benefits of milk!

Boort District School Book Week.
As part of our 2019 Book Week August 19th to 23rd, BDS Library will be hosting a
Scholastics Book fair. A selection of children’s books both fiction and non-fiction
will be available for purchase in the library. Students will be given an opportunity
to view these books and make a wish list, parents are under no obligation to
purchase these books, but each purchase gives the school a commission. The
library will be open before and after school for parents/cares to view and purchase
books.
We have put together a wish list of books that the library would like to include in
their collection that can be purchased and then donated to the school. Each
donated book will have a donation sticker inserted inside the front cover.
Donated to Boort District
School
2019
By

Book week dress up day
Friday 23rd August
Students are encouraged to come
as their favourite book character,
and we will have a parade in the
Stadium at 9am

Year 1 and Miss McOrist.

Foundation

Josh Willis
Luke Willis
Marcie Foot

Year 1/2

Tyler Eldershaw

Year 2/3

Cora Eldershaw
Hope Field
Darby Perryman
Denver Dula
Emily Henderson
Cleo Velleley
Bella Quinn
Anna Lanyon
Jesse Fuller

Year 3/4

For terrific work with addition facts this week.
For his increasing confidence to contribute to class discussions and readalouds.
For being a polite and friendly participant during our visit to the hospital
residents.
For working enthusiastically with Mrs K and trying his best at everything he
does.
For completing her homework early.
For finding facts on her prominent Australian.
For assisting other students.
For practising his reading every night.
For working hard with multiplication
For consistently completing her homework early.
For contributing and enjoying the flying doctor visit.
For fantastic participation at Hockey 7’s.
For fabulous work on counting patterns.

John Monash School of Science, Exchange Programme.
Our students have enjoyed almost half of their exchange experience at
JMSS. From all accounts, they are having a fantastic time discovering new
friends and different modes of learning, not only in the classroom but also,
navigating city life.
I managed to get a short note from them which, to me, demonstrates that
they are well and truly engaged in their exciting adventure.
Mme Siân

We are absolutely loving it. The school is so good and our home stay family
are really welcoming. I’ve attached a picture that Ella, Acacia that I took on
the first Sunday we arrived.

Royal Flying Doctor
Incursion
Monday, 22nd July 2019
Last Monday, 22nd July, the students at Boort District School enjoyed a visit from
RFDS Education Officer, Tom Ryan. The F-6 students enjoyed his presentations and
especially enjoyed getting to walk through the simulator aircraft.
It was terrific to see so many students and staff embracing the dress up day to raise
funds for RFDS. Our school was able to offer a donation of $288.50 to the critical
services that Royal Flying Doctors offer across Australia.
Parents, staff and students enjoyed a parade of costumes, morning tea and coffee
from ‘The Magic Bean’ coffee van during recess. It was pleasing to see many
families listening to the presentation by David Turnbull, local RFDS Mental Health
Specialist.
Thank you to Stacey and Helen (Magic Bean)
SRC representatives, Miss Griffiths and Mr Sims (fundraising and dress-up)
Parents Club executive and band of helpers (morning tea)
David Turnbull and BDH staff (parent presentation)
Special thanks to Mrs Rees for her coordination and assistance with this event and to
her Home Economics students for baking over 200 aeroplane biscuits for this
occasion.

Open Days 2019
University, TAFE and Private Provider Open Days are a wonderful opportunity for students to explore
course and career options. They are beneficial for students in Years 10, 11 and 12 to help make decisions
about which campus, which course and which prerequisites they may need before getting there. Students are
encouraged to ‘plant’ themselves in the environment and see if it is for them before making the BIG
decision.
Open Days are generally every Sunday from now until the end of August. www.vtac.edu.au/opendays
Tips for Open Day Visits
1. Create your Open Day shortlist
Consider the location of each University Campus – do you see yourself living in Melbourne or at a
regional centre? Do you know which courses you would like to apply for? It is a great idea to start
going to Open Days in Year 10 to help rule in or out an institution or course.
2. Register for an Open Day
Most institutions allow you to register your interest online to attend the Open Day. It is not essential,
but you may receive the latest information about events on offer.
3. Have a plan for each Open Day
Most providers have a link to planning your Open Day on their website. It will list tours, talks or
information stands and allow you to add them to your Open Day calendar. This tool is for your use and
once on site you may change your mind to include other things.
4. Ask questions
Formulate a list of questions before your visit. What subjects do you suggest I do in Year 12? Does
your course include work placements? Do you have links with industries? Does your university have
international study opportunities? What student support do you offer – mentors, tutors, online? What
clubs or sporting teams are available for students?
5. Explore the campus
Check out the environment where you will study. Look at the buildings that will be more specific to
your course. Talk to the staff and students about the course you are interested in. Collect brochures to
look at in your own time. You will need at least 2 hours on site.
6. Tour the accommodation
Many places offer on-campus accommodation. Do a tour, ask questions and have a good look at their
additional facilities. If you are currently in Year 12 register for accommodation early (NOW) as you
don’t want to miss out.
7. Review your options
Review your notes and experiences. Which institutions would you like to revisit and let that help you
decide what your course preferences are. Talk to your parents or close family members, these are the
people who want the best for you and are there to support you. Further discussions with class teachers
and the Pathways Coordinator may help to explore your options.
Travel reimbursements for Year 11 and 12 students to Deakin University and La Trobe University
Deakin offer a travel reimbursement in the form of a $50 Coles/Myer Card if you are travelling more than
100km from the campus.
https://www.deakin.edu.au/open-day-travel-reimbursement
La Trobe University offer travel reimbursement and you need to apply before 24th August.
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday/regional-travel-grant
Early Admission Programs for Year 12
The following universities offer early admission programs for students who have contributed to their
communities or have other skills to offer. If successful applicants will be given a conditional offer before
December and, in some cases, require lower ATARs for their preferred course.
La Trobe University ASPIRE applications close 31st August
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/study/aspire
ACU Community Achievement Program applications close 14th August (Melbourne) and 28th August
(Ballarat)
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-pathways/i-volunteer-regularly
Charles Sturt University Advantage applications close 31st August
https://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/study-options/admission-pathways/charles-sturt-advantage
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