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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’

BDS Beliefs and Values: Thinking Creatively and Independently
We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.

Principal’s Report
Last Day of Term One
April
This Friday, is the last day of Term 1. School will
3rd Indigenous Art - Gateways
finish at 2.30pm. The first day of Term 2 will be
3rd Road Smart Session – Year 10
Tuesday, 23rd April. As this is the last newsletter
4th Yr 4 – Yr 6 Winter Sports at Boort
before the holidays I would like to wish everyone
5th Whole School Assembly
a safe holiday and a restful break. With the amount
5th End of Term 1, 2.30pm Finish
of people starting to fall ill, I hope everyone
manages to rest up and be ready to dive into
23rd Term 2 Begins
th
another activities-packed term.
24 ANZAC Day Ceremony 10.50am
th
Parent/Teacher
Interviews
25 ANZAC day
th
Thank you to all the parents and carers who came
26 Year 10 Bush Poet’s Breakfast
30th House Cross-country run F – 12
along to the Parent Teacher Interviews last
May
Wednesday. I know there are several families still
3rd Careers Expo
catching up with teachers. This is one of the most
7th Parents’ Club meeting
valuable family contacts we have and we enjoy
8th Finance Meeting
meeting with you to discuss your children’s
9th VCE Drama Exc
progress.
10th Mothers and Friends Breakfast
Parents’ Club
th
10 Unit 1 Geography Exc Marysville
At the last meeting of the Parents’ Club, we
13th – 15th NAPLAN
welcomed our new executive committee members.
14th Unit 3 Geography Exc Melbourne
th
They are:
15 School Council Meeting
th
President – Kathryn Lanyon
20 NCD Cross Country St Arnaud
24th Drama Exc
Secretary – Sharon Pickering
28th – 30th Driver Ed Program Charlton
Treasurer – Kelly Henderson
29th Year 9, 11 & 12 Defence Force Session
Our Vice President, Eloise Thompson, took over
the running of the meeting and thanked the
outgoing executive members (Varlea McClelland, Richelle Mayberry and Kerry Baker) for their
work.
The next meeting of the Parents’ Club will be on Tuesday, 7th May at 7pm at the Railway Hotel,
with dinner at 7pm and the meeting starting at 8pm. Hoping to see you there.
DIARY DATES

Debating Team
Last Friday, several Year 8, 9 and 10 students went to Echuca to compete in a debating
competition. We must congratulate each of the girls as they performed and represented our school
to a very high standard. Well done to Sophie Perryman and Bella Grogan who won individual
medals for being ‘Best Speaker’. Joining the two girls on the teams were: Kate Beattie, Ella
Lanyon, Ebony Chamberlain, Acacia Vernon, Phoebe Malone, Akaisha Arnold, Alyssa Boyd and
Zarlie Featherby.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
At School
At School
At School – finish at 2.30pm
Year 6 Easter Raffle
Year 6 students will be selling raffle tickets outside the canteen at lunchtime for the next
two days, to fundraise for their major trip to Melbourne later in the year. Tickets are $1 each
or three for $2. Prizes will be drawn at the whole school assembly on the last day of term
(April 5th).
History Competitions
Several history competitions are currently available for students to enter. Entry requirements and eligibility
vary, and a number of significant prizes are available. The competitions include:
The Simpson Prize, which is a history competition available to Year 9 and 10 students. This has a closing
date of November 8, 2019, and this year has a focus on the end of the Great War. Full details are available
at http://www.simpsonprize.org/
The Premier’s Spirit of ANZAC Prize, which is a history competition available to Year 9 and 10 students.
This has a closing date of October 8, 2019, and this year there is a choice of three topics to address. Full
details are available at https://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/veterans/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize
The National History Challenge, which is available to students of all ages. The 2019 theme for this
competition is ‘People and Power’. The closing date is August 30, 2019. Full details are available at
http://www.historychallenge.org.au/
Please see Mr. Crilly for further information about any of these competitions.

Mobile Technology Survey For Parents / Carers
As we move closer to further development of the school’s Mobile Technology Policy, we would like parent /
carer input. We ask that parents / carers log in to:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBRYCV2 and complete a short survey around their views regarding
mobile technology at Boort District School. We greatly appreciate the time taken to complete this. Results
will be discussed by staff, parents/carers and students through the school’s Education Policy School council
sub-committee.
Please find below the current working documentation as a guide:

Mobile Technology Use 2019 Term 1

During Term 1, 2019 the school, with feedback from students, parents and staff, will develop its Mobile
Technology Policy. This is expected to improve the quality of learning of students within classroom /
learning situations through decreasing the distractions that mobile technology can bring. It is also intended
to decrease the number of incidents occurring through various messaging / social media platforms,
addressing a range of mental health and welfare concerns that students have experienced.
As we work towards this policy, the following will be put into place:
- Students in Years F-6 are not to bring mobile phones to school
- Students in Years 7-12 are encouraged not to bring mobile phones to school, if not required.
In class
- Phones brought to class will be stored together, away from the students, with phones Powered Off,
and picked up again at the end of the class.
- Any phone not handed in and stored that is used/seen, will be confiscated, taken to the office and
returned at the end of the day. Parents/Carers will be asked to pick up the phone if this is repeated.
- iPads are not to be turned on unless directed by the teacher and may also be “stored” in class until
used.
- Teachers may direct phones or iPads to be used when appropriate
Before school, recess and lunchtime
- Students are not to take iPads or computers out of buildings for use.
- No iPads or phones are to be used in the library – laptops are only to be used for school work
- Students are not to use any form of social media in the form of messaging, Snapchat, Facebook,
Instagram etc. during these times. Staff are to ask students not to use these platforms at this time.
We look forward to developing a policy that will address a range of concerns relating to mobile technology
whilst also recognising the importance of technology and mobile communication in our lives.
Parents’ Club News
At the recent Parents’ Club AGM, elections were held and some new members of the executive were elected.
The new members are Kathryn Lanyon as President, Kelly Henderson as Treasurer and Sharon Pickering as
Secretary. Eloise is continuing as Vice President and Maddy Scott remains our School Council representative.
We extend our grateful thanks to the outgoing executive members, Varlea McClelland, Kerry Baker and
Richelle Mayberry. They have given many years of service to the club in these roles between them, with
Varlea having been president for 12 years! Of course, we are thrilled to have them continue to share their
wisdom as members of the Club going forward.
With the changing of the guard will come some changes of practice. We are keen to explore new avenues of
how the Parents’ Club can contribute to the School, and our children’s education. We would love some
feedback and ideas, which you can email to parentsclubbds@gmail.com or text to 0438 386 261.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 7th May, at 7pm, at the Railway Hotel. Dinner will be first, followed
by the meeting at 8pm. We’d love to see some new faces, so come along!

How to view NAPLAN and Victorian
Curriculum results
1. Click on the Learning menu and then click on the NAPLAN and AusVELS item. If you're on a mobile
device, you'll need to tap on the menu icon in the top right first, before you can tap on the Learning
menu.
2. Parents can select a specific child by clicking on the button labelled with their child's name. If you are
logged in as a student you will only be able to view your own results.
3. The results table will show you the last 5 years of results. You can change the date range of results by
clicking on the date picker in the top right corner of the screen, selecting your new date range,
and then clicking on the Update button. You will also be able to view 5 years of data at a time.
4. The interactive graphs allow you to hover over the graph with your mouse or tap it to provide additional
information about the results. Some graphs and results may not show if there is no data available.
Physics in the classroom.
Pictured below are the Year 12 Physics students completing tasks involving calculations of planetary and
satellite motion.

Debating News
On Friday, 10 students travelled to Moama to compete in a debating competition run by the Debaters
Association of Victoria. The Junior team was made up of Akaisha Arnold, Alyssa Boyd, Zarlie Featherby and
Phoebe Malone. The Senior team included Ebony Chamberlain, Bella Grogan, Ella Lanyon, Sophie Perryman,
Kate Beattie and Acacia Vernon. We did not know what to expect, but we at least hoped to learn some hints
and tips to improve our debating skills.
The Senior team began strongly, winning their first debate, with the topic “Police should always carry tasers
instead of guns”. Unfortunately, the opposition for the second debate was a no-show, so they presented their
debate to an adjudicator, demonstrating their strong arguments and rebuttal skills. These results (one win and
one win by forfeit) meant that they vied for the winning position in the impromptu debate final. The topic was
“It should be acceptable for parents to GPS track their children”. We lost narrowly to Moama Anglican
Grammar, securing the runners up position for the day. Bella Grogan and Sophie Perryman won “Best
Speaker” medals for their work during the day.
The Junior team, all of whom were debating in a competition for the first time, won both their Round 1 and
Round 2 debates, arguing that “We should not restrict the drivers licenses of senior citizens” and that “Schools
should not be allowed to sell junk food”. They then competed for third place overall and lost narrowly,
bringing home fourth place. We thank Amity for their generous donation towards our attendance at this
competition.

There will be more opportunities for debating later in the year, with our regular Northern Rivers Debating
competition.

Sharon Pickering
Debating Coordinator
Year 9/10 Australian History
Students, wrapped up their study of World War One by submitting their final assignments last week.
Pictured below is Evie Velleley’s wonderful comfort parcel for the troops and a montage of other work
submitted.

Year 7 English
Last week, the Year 7 English classes completed their four-week Literature Circles unit of work. Pictured
below are some of the groups engaged in rich discussions about their books. Many thanks to Parents’ Club
and the School Improvement Fund that have supported the purchase of some wonderful new books for the
students to enjoy.

Foundation Class

The Foundation Class
Year 1

Chevy Bartlett

Year 2/3

Abby Potter
Mason Young
Sophie Barraclough
Anna Lanyon
Natalie Hall

Year 3/4

For settling in to the school routine and making great efforts in
their writing.
For always being organised and for working hard to complete
her work in a timely manner.
For working effectively with time.
For being creative in his story writing.
For a great Easter exercise routine.
For a great Easter exercise routine.
For terrific work on fractions.

Chaplain Chats
Boort school values are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

thinking creatively and independently,
acting with integrity and honesty,
showing tolerance and respect to others,
fairness,
acting in a safe and respectable manner,
pursuing excellence in all areas and
resilience.

• How to help your child become a good friend
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Friendships are an integral part of life for most of us. Along with the fun, laughter, support, and
caring that comes with having friends, we occasionally encounter conflict, hurt feelings, anger, and
sadness. Friendships take work, just like any other relationship, and it's important that we give our
children the tools to find good friends and become good friends themselves. Here's how to start.
1. Start with self-esteem. The best friends are people who are already confident in themselves,
not searching for others to fill an emotional void within. By working on your child's own self-worth
and confidence (praise their hard work and successes, highlight their best attributes regularly, etc.),
you'll set them up to be a good friend to others.
2. Model good friendship behaviour. Our kids observe everything we do, so if they see and hear
you reaching out to friends to check in, surrounding yourself with positive, supportive people, and
investing time and energy into your friendships, they're likely to do the same.
3. Focus on characteristics that make a good friend. Honesty, trustworthiness, empathy, and
being a good listener are all important qualities in friendship, and they're probably things you
already talk to your kid about. Keep up those lessons at home ensuring they're taking those
qualities into their interactions with the rest of the world.
4. Talk to them about their own special qualities and how to recognise others' unique gifts. Of
course, friends don't have to be exactly alike, but it is important to have some similarities while
respecting each other's differences. By talking to your child about their awesome sense of humour,
intelligence, or thoughtfulness, she'll be more apt to value and seek out those qualities in others.
At the same time, teach her to value others for their unique qualities (i.e. "You are so great at
playing soccer, and Maddie loves to dance. Since you are both such good helpers, maybe you could
help each other learn about your favourite activities.")
5. Teach them the golden rule. It's basic, but a classic for good reason. Teaching your kids to
treat others only as they'd want to be treated themselves covers a world of friendship questions
and scenarios. In reverse, teach them to recognise when a friend isn't treating them as kindly as
they treat that friend.
6. Talk about friendship expectations. One of the greatest lessons my mum taught me when I
was a child was that I should appreciate my friends for what they could offer, without expecting
more. Maybe one friend is a great partner for playing dolls, while another loves to do crafts, and
yet another is lots of fun at the park. Our friends don't have to be all things to us, and that's
actually kind of great.
7. Explore what a bad friend is and does. Taking the converse position can be a good tool. Talk
to your child about what a bad friend might do — not listen, not ever suggest a play date, ignore or
make fun of others — and you're also teaching him not to do those things and not to tolerate such
behaviour.
8. Teach conflict resolution. Friends don't always agree or get along perfectly, which is why
talking to your child about how to make up after an argument or disagreement is key. Accepting
responsibility for our own mistakes, apologising, and moving forward in a positive direction are key
skills for friendships and relationships in general.
9. Talk about popularity versus friendship quality. Especially for older kids, having friends can
be more about popularity than creating actual deep bonds. Explain the difference and why the
latter is way more valuable.
Sourced from Internet.
Have a great week
Maureen Hurren. School Chaplain

Community News

LEND US YOUR BRAINS!!!
This is an invitation for Students to be involved in the Boort Show!!
This is a great opportunity to be involved in your community and help with the running of
our town’s main community event.
We want to pick your brains and see how we can make YOUR!!! Boort Show more relevant
to you.
So talk among your mates and see what ideas you can come up.
In the not too distant future, we will organise a catch up at school where we can throw
around your ideas.
Madeleine Scott, A&P Society President.
BOORT DANCE GROUP
Boort Dance Group will spin into action the first week of TERM 2, on Wednesdays. (We are
waiting until tennis, swimming, Easter and holidays have finished.)
Boys and girls aged 3 years and up are invited to join and have fun. If you would like more
information, please do not hesitate to contact me couttsbij@bigpond.com or 0419 445 060
Kind regards,
Karen Coutts
BFNHC CANTEEN ROSTER
Please refer to the below Roster. If you are unable to fill your shift please take it upon yourself to
organise a replacement.
In Thanks,
Kate Perryman & Kim Potter.

IMPACT
The final IMPACT for Term 1 is IMPACTea on this
Friday night, 6 April. We will share a great meal and
good company. If you're in year 7 to 12 you are
welcome to join us at 6:15pm at the Boort Baptist
Church Hall, 21 Armstrong Street, Boort. $5 per
child/$10 per family. Contact Suzi (0407 282 513) or
Ruth (0425 743 512) for more information.
Keep a look out in this newsletter for the IMPACT
Term 2 program when school resumes after Easter.

Velocity After School 2019
r

Term 2 - Term 4
Expressions of Interest

Velocity is a an After-school program for children in Foundation to Year 6. We run a
weekly program that involves a short bible lesson followed by a planned activity.
Activities range from games, craft, Boort Hostel visits, and baking, just to name a few.
All children are welcome whether they attend church or not.
Starting up again in Term 2, on Wednesdays during school term, from 3:30-5:45pm.
Boort Baptist Church Hall, 23 Armstrong Street Boort. Your child will be collected from
school or you may deliver them to the hall @ 3:45pm
Cost is by gold coin donation each week. We are happy to make other arrangements,
please ask us.
For further information contact Ruth Field (5455 2183/0425 743 512) or Suzi Kirkham
(0407 282 513). Emails can be sent to velocityboort@gmail.com.
Please complete the following slip to express your interest in Velocity and we will be in
touch. We will be using an online consent form system - CareMonkey - to reduce the
amount of paperwork required. Once we receive your expression of interest you will
receive an email from CareMonkey on behalf of Velocity. By following the prompts you
will be able to fill out the appropriate forms for Velocity. Please be assured that all
information is secure and private. The Velocity leaders are the only people who will be
able to view your child’s information.
You may also express your interest by sending an email to velocityboort@gmail.com,
please include your name and your children’s names.

Velocity Expression of Interest
You can return this form to the school office or to the email above.
Children’s names:______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Parent’s name:_________________________________________________________
Parent’s email address:_____________________________________________________

