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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values: Displaying a sense of Fairness
We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.

Principal’s Report
Activities Week
The students from F-9 have been involved in some great
activities over the last few days. This has finished with our
Presentation Night and Celebration Afternoon. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank the people who organised the activities (Ben Lee and Hayden
Rowley) and all the staff who carried out an activity. Our week will finish with cleaning and
moving rooms. There will be no formal classes or activities for the last two days. Any student who
comes to school will help with cleaning tables, packing boxes, moving items to the recycling area
and taking down 2019 posters/work.
Volunteers
At the celebration afternoon on Wednesday, volunteers were acknowledged and thanked for their
efforts. I understand, not everyone was able to attend but the school appreciates the work done by
families to help us out and we like to officially let everyone know that we recognise what you do
and understand that many activities would not happen if you did not give generously of your time.
Staff Changes for 2019
Susan Gould and Angela Poxon will be on Leave for 2020. Jessica Lee will take on an English
position in 2020 and Ben Lee will continue his Science role. Loretta Beattie will join us again
teaching in the Maths department.
Survey Responses
Early this term I asked for feedback on the types of comments that are put into Xuno for students
and families to read. I must thank all those people who responded and I have included the results
below.
It is clear that comments are the most preferred feedback you like. It is also clear that most people
have no preference for length of comments. What is really helpful to all teaching staff is the
preference for the items in the comments. Noting areas completed well is closely followed by areas
for improvement as well comments on effort and behaviour.
This feedback is really helpful to us and allows us to look at what we send out in 2020.
January 2020 Start
Listed below are the days on which school will start back next year and the days on which students
will be required to attend. Please take note of the staggered start to the year.
DIARY DATES
December
18th F-4 Celebration Day.

All Foundation students in 2020 will have Wednesday off from school, during the month of
February, as per Department of Education recommendations.
Class Teachers 2020 (Primary)
Foundation – Edwina Chalmers
Year 1/2 – Sarah Featherby
Year 2/3 – April Griffiths
Year 4 – Pam Adams
Year 5 – Courtney McOrist
Year 6 – Carol White
Reports
Student reports not collected on Presentation Night can be collected from the General Office, until
Friday 20th December.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

Have a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. See you all in 2020.

Dates 2020
Monday 20th January Book Collection Day 8.30am
to 1.30pm.
Tuesday 28th January - All staff return to school
Wednesday 29th January – all VCE and VCAL
students start classes
Thursday 30th January – All Year 5-10 students
begin classes.
Thursday 30th January – Canteen opens.
Friday 31st January – All Foundation to
Year 4 students begin
Friday 31st January - House Swimming Sports.
During the Wednesday and Thursday, interviews will take place for all F - 4 students
(English and Numeracy interviews).
Mobile Phone Policy and ICT Acceptable Users Information
Reporting envelopes for all Year 5-12 students will include a copy of the school’s Mobile Phone Policy.
This will be implemented from the start of the 2020 school year. We ask all parents / carers to discuss this
with students if they have phones. Please leave phones at home if possible.
The envelope will also include the annual Acceptable use Agreement for ICT. Families must return this to
the school to acknowledge the policy that has been put in place regarding student use of technology and
networks at school. Please return to the school office as soon as possible.
Tom Bleicher

Work Placements 2019
The school would like to formally acknowledge the workplaces that have offered placements to our students
in 2019 and ask that you support these businesses.
- George Tallis Home Hardware
- Boort Tyre Centre
- The Coffee Bank (Pyramid Hill)
- Boort District Health
- Turf Engineering (Wedderburn)
- Bears Lagoon Silage Services – Russell Mountjoy
- Capsticks Plumbing (Kerang)
- Mallee Plumbing Services (Swan Hill)
- Pyramid Hill Neighbourhood House
- Kiaora Piggery Yarrawalla – Jarrad Smith
Our VET and VCAL students greatly value the experiences that that are offered in these industries.
Tom Bleicher
Year 7 to 9 Volleyball Program
Last week as part of our Activities Week Program, students from Year 7 to 9 have had the opportunity to
receive professional volleyball coaching from Tim Popple of Volleyball Victoria based in Horsham.
Students have focused on the three fundamental skills of volleyball; digs, sets and spikes, and incorporated
these into game play. All students engaged very well with the sessions and it has been fantastic to see the
subsequent improvement in all students. We look forward to putting some of these skills into play next year
throughout PE classes and lunchtime activities.

Boort District School Booklist Collection
Booklists can be collected from Boort District School on Monday 20th of January 2020, between
8.30am and 1.30pm, please note the earlier finishing time. Booklists that are not collected, if paid
for, will be left at the school for collection on the first day of school in the Library. Any booklist
not paid for will be returned to Bendigo and individual families will be responsible for collecting
these.

Volunteer List 2019
Boort District P-12 School would like to thank and acknowledge all our volunteers for their work in 2019.
Our school programmes would not run as successfully as they do without your support.
School Council Members
Tanya Maher-Toose
Carl Chamberlain
Madeline Scott
Brett Hosking
Doug Perryman
Andre Thompson
Kathryn Velleley
Matthew Malone

Parents’ Club Executives
Kathryn Lanyon
Eloise Thompson
Sharon Pickering
Kelly Henderson

Volunteers
Kerry Baker
Gayle Zanker
Sherryn O’Flaherty
Fiona Cockerell
Jo Bear
Carol Ritchie
Kim Potter
Narelle Malone
Grant Malone
Karen Haw
Belinda Perryman
Stuart Gould
Brooke Arnold
Sue Bremner
Eloise Thompson
Nikki Barraclough
Meredith Thompson
Kelly Henderson
Kazzandra Adams
Kaylee Ritchie
Kristen Gooding
Jamie Henderson
Peter Furey
Kerry Willis
Sarah McNally
Gemma Smythe
Jodie Russ
Victoria Rogers
Brodi Leversha
Sharlene Stringer
Cameron McLaughlin
Greg Boyd
Narelle Vernon
Ros Gawne
Tanya Maher-Toose
Kathryn Velleley
Keenan Velleley
Tammy Perryman
Kathryn Lanyon
Stacey Streader
Linda Young
Kelly Hird
Phillip Roy
Kim Barsdell
Jacqui Dierickx
Tracey Bachelor
Sharon Pickering
Ruth Field
David Adamthwaite
We apologise if we have left anyone off this list and acknowledge their contributions.
France Trip
While in France we have been to Paris, Saverdun and we are now in southern France in a town called Foix.
We started in Paris where we got to see many famous attractions like La Tour Eiffel, L’Arch de Triomphe,
Le Louvre, Notre Dame Cathedral and more.
After Paris we travelled to Saverdun where we stayed in a nearby farm and participated in workshops for
painting, cooking and drawing. We also took bus trips to nearby towns and learnt more about the area.
While in Foix we have experienced French life with host family who have looked after us for the past two
weeks. We have attended school in Foix with them which is very different from in Boort. There is LOTS
more people and the days are longer. We start at 8am and finish at 5pm and the periods go for an hour. We
have really enjoyed our time in France. Thank you Madame Siân and Madame Chantal for giving us this
opportunity.
French trip students.
FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
A big thanks to all of our parent volunteers who offered their time on a Friday to come in and serve delicious
platters of fruit to our primary aged students. A big shout out to our enthusiastic Year 6 students and Miss
Griffiths who helped with preparation. And finally, thanks to Boort IGA and Dawn for organising and
picking up produce. We look forward in continuing this initiative in 2020.
FRESH FRUIT FUNDRAISER
Once again, we enjoyed the mangoes and cherries that were delivered to our school and we are pleased to
announce the fundraiser made approximately $1100. A big thanks to all who supported the drive and we
look forward to continuing in 2020

COMMUNITY NEWS
TENNIS COACHING WITH PETER BEWLEY
Tennis Coaching with Peter Bewley will once again be offered during Term One 2020 in
Boort – from Wednesday 12th/Thursday 13th February 2020 through to Wednesday
18th/Thursday 19th March (6 weeks). For further information or to provide names,
please make contact with Alister McDougal on 54 552 595 or 0427 221 098.
Cut-off date to give names will be Saturday 8/02/2020.
WANTED – good condition sneakers (women’s sizes 3 – 8)
Sneakers will be taken over to India for women to use while learning to play netball.
The sneaker drive is part of the Bright Tigers Project – empowering & inspiring young girls and women in
India though teaching netball. Sneakers can be dropped off at BRIC office. A box will be placed at the
entrance of BRIC to be used after hours.
Final Pick up – 24th January 2020
For more information contact Jo Bear 0408 578 211

