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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values:

Thinking Creatively and Independently

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.
DIARY DATES
November
28th Whole School Assembly
29th Correction Day Student Free Day
December
2nd Book list to be returned to BDS
or entered online.
2nd & 3rd Gateways camp
4th Yr 9 Careers Exc Bendigo
10th Year 6 Parent information Night.
11th & 12th Yr 7/8 Volleyball Program
17th Presentation Night.
18th F-5 Celebration Day.

Principal’s Report

Fees and Booklists
Booklists went out to families last week and fees lists will
be sent home early next week. The fees lists are
individualised for each student. If you have any trouble
sorting out what fees are to be paid or which books you
need to order, please contact myself, Tom Bleicher or Lois
Mitchell.
CSEF (Camp/Excursion) Money
Any family who applied for the excursion money with their
Health Care Card, will be pleased to know that any money
still attached to their children at the end of 2019 will be
rolled over into their family accounts for 2020. New Health
card holders will be eligible for the CSEF upon lodgement of an application in 2020. Please see
Vikki in the office who can help you with information about this.
Exams and Kickstart
Exams finished last week and Kickstart commenced on Monday. Year 11 students have their final
day of school this Thursday. Year 10 students finish on 6th December as long as a note is supplied
to the school stating students have gainful employment (stating business name and start date).
Correction Day
This Friday is a correction day. No students are required at school on this day.
Gingerbread Houses
Last Friday afternoon, several families came along to the Home Economics room and made their
gingerbread houses. It was a fun activity and thanks go to Parents’ Club for organising this event.
Photos are below.
Extreme Weather
Thanks to all families for supporting the school and Department with the call for a Code Red day
last Thursday. We were informed at 3.25pm on Wednesday that the school was to shut the next day
so it was a mad scramble to inform all families and bus drivers. Thanks to the staff who jumped in
to prepare messages, letters, meetings and run to all the buses.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Mobile Phone Policy
Last week, school council ratified our Mobile Phone Policy, based on the State Government initiative regarding
decreasing the use of phones in Government schools. We have attached the policy to the newsletter and urge
parents / carers to discuss the policy and its implications for students.
Tom Bleicher

End of Year Dates
Please find below our end of year dates. Please note that there is no exemption for Year 9 students and
below to finish school at earlier dates.
2019 END OF YEAR DATES
VCE Unit 2 (Year 11 and some Year 10)
Kickstart program ends
Thursday 28th November
Last day for Year 11 students
Thursday 28th November
VCAL
Last VCAL day Intermediate and Foundation Thursday 28th November
Correction / Report Writing Day
Friday 29th November
Year 10 and Years 5-10
Last day for Year 10 students with employment is Friday December 6th
Monday 9th December would be the last day at NCTTC for Year 9/10 students.
Activities Program
Wednesday 11th December – Year 6 to 7 step up
Thursday 12th – Tuesday 17th December F-10
Presentation Night 5-12
Tuesday 17th December
Celebration afternoon F-4
Wednesday 18th December – P-4
Wednesday 18th December - Year F-5 step up
Finish Friday 20th December 1pm
BOOKLISTS 2020
If you intend to order through CVOS, all booklists need to be either entered online (www.eduplus.com.au
our login details are BDS1230G) or handed into the BDS office by December the 2nd. Prepaid booklists will
be left at the school for collection, if you are unable to make it to the collection day on Monday 20th January
2020. Unpaid booklist can be paid for on collection day, but if you are unable to attend on the day, your
order will be returned to Bendigo.
Scholastic Book Club
Order a book to go in your child’s stocking for Christmas, Issue 8 of Scholastic Book Club is now available.
Orders for Issue 8 of Scholastic Book Club need to be completed by Friday, 29th November. Please note that
all orders need to be completed and paid for online. Payment cannot be accepted at Boort District School.
BDS Library
Boort District School Library will close on Friday 6th December, this is to allow for a stocktake to occur.
We require all books and readers to be returned by this date.
Thanks
Val Henderson.
Vikki Lanyon.

Life Saving Victoria visit
On Thursday the 14th of November, F-6 classes were lucky enough to have Isabelle from Life Saving
Victoria come to visit us. Isabelle taught us about the importance of staying safe around many different
bodies of water, not just the pool or the beach. She reminded us to SLIP on a shirt or rashie, SLOP on
sunscreen and SLAP on a hat; as well as SEEK shade and SLURP water, when we are playing by the water.
Isabelle also talked about the importance of being actively supervised in the pool when we are between the
ages of 6-10 years.

Water Safe Program
The F-7 Water Safety Program commenced last week. A reminder that students are required to bring their
bathers, rashies, towel, drink bottle, sunscreen and school hat in a separate bag to that of their school bag.
For the second session, students will be required to bring long pants and a long sleeved top, along with their
bathers to swim in to assist with our water safety message. Year 7 students will also require a pair of shoes
to wear in the water for this session.

SESSION #1

CLASS
nd

FOUNDATION Friday 22 November (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

SESSION #2
th

Friday 6 December (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

YEAR 1

Friday 22nd November (11:40am – 1:00pm)

Friday 6th December (11:40am – 1:00pm)

YEAR 2/3

Wednesday 27th November (1:55pm – 3:15pm) Wednesday 4th December (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

YEAR 3/4

Tuesday 26th November (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

Tuesday 3rd December (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

YEAR 5

Tuesday 26th November (11:40am – 1:00pm)

Tuesday 3rd December (11:40am – 1:00pm)

YEAR 6

Wednesday 27th November (11:40am – 1:00pm) Wednesday 4th December (11:40am – 1:00pm)

YEAR 7Q

Thursday 28th November (11:40am – 1:00pm)

Thursday 5th December (11:40am – 1:00pm)

YEAR 7R

Thursday 28th November (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

Thursday 5th December (1:55pm – 3:15pm)

Please note the update to Year 7 swimming sessions due to last week’s Code Red Day.

Colonial History Excursion

As a part of their investigation into the Victorian gold rush, the Colonial
History class travelled to Sovereign Hill in Ballarat. Highlights included
 Dunolly monument to the Welcome Stranger nugget found by Zac’s
ancestors
 The underground mine tour
 Making candles
 The Chinese temple
 Boiled lollies
 The $200,000 gold ingot
 Musket firing.
Thanks to Mrs Coutts for accompanying us on the trip and to the students
that brought with them so much energy and enthusiasm.
Susan Gould

Mrs Adams’ Year 5

Year 2/3
Year 3/4

Tia Lanyon
Amelia Hosking
Anna Lanyon
Tristen Zanker
Desi Leersen
Finlay Arnold

For her efforts in recording information for her fact, file.
For her consistent efforts with division.
For helping to construct our BRIC Christmas, tree.
For working out decimals.
For fabulous graphing work.
For wonderful work on fractions and decimals.

SMALL BUSINESSES
Over the duration of Term 4, students from Year 9/10 Small Business and Unit 2 Business Management
have been learning the processes behind running a business. During class time they have been learning
about identifying gaps in the market, pricing, marketing, ordering stock and customer service. This has
culminated in several businesses running at recess and lunchtimes to put these lessons into action. Students
have sold hot food, brownies, sausages, pizza and ice cream sundaes with great success, resulting in
$204.05 being donated between the Fight MND and Kids with Cancer charities.
We would like to thank all the students, staff and parents for their support of these businesses this makes
these sorts of activities possible.

PARENT’S CLUB GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING AFTERNOON
On Friday night, a small group of Parents and their children gathered in the Home
Economics room to assemble their Gingerbread Houses and then were able to take
them home to enjoy! It was a wonderful evening where everyone could gather
together to enjoy a fun few hours doing the activity. I would like to thank Kath
Lanyon for running and organising the afternoon for me and another thank you to
Lee-Anne Sherwell for helping and taking photos. I hope everyone that ordered a
Gingerbread House has a wonderful and enjoyable time assembling them and of
course eating them. Thank you for your support. Merry Christmas and Happy
Gingerbread Making (if you haven’t yet)!

H3.11 MT. KOOYOORA BUSHWALK
Students of the H3.11 Outdoor Education class recently participated in a bushwalk around Kooyoora State
Park, near Wedderburn. Students were required to live self-sufficiently for two days, carrying everything
they need in backpacks. Students were given opportunities to practise their navigation as well as walking
technique and rock scrambling over the two days that saw them complete close to 30kms of on and off track
walking. The camp took them to the old White Swan quartz mine, to the top of Mt. Kooyoora and finished
with students exploring the ever popular Melville Caves. Our students showed fantastic resilience and
determination as well as some impressive bushwalking skills to achieve this walk and put into place what we
have learnt in class. A big thank you must also go to Miss. Hogan for her assistance on camp.
We must also thank BDS Parents’ Club for their assistance in funding our new class set of gaiters that help
protect students from scratches and cuts by branches as we made our way through the bush and also reduce
the risk of snake bites should we have come across any.
Hayden Rowley

VCAL
Students studying VCAL this year included Raidan Forster, Andrew Cooper, Connor Leersen, Keelan
Lockley, Austin Malone, Emma Murfitt, Matt Burke and Jonti Williams. Teachers at BDS have been
Sharon Pickering, Tom Bleicher, Susan Gould, Loretta Beattie, Karen Coutts, Peter Nickless and Merryn
Rees.
The VCAL program has been action-packed both in Boort and at Charlton
Just a few of the many activities were
 The Rex Theatre community service
 Food Handling Course
 Excursions – MCG, South Melbourne Market, Pyramid Hill, Quambatook, Spanner Man and Boort
Lake
 Photography
 Mock interviews
 Lino Printing
 Solar System recreation
 Weekly current affairs quizzes
 Cooking (shortbread, roast lamb), ironing shirts, sewing on buttons, tie tying
Some student comments….
Raidan – At Charlton on Tuesdays, we get to go down the street for lunch independently (we are given
responsibility and are trusted). In hospitality, we got to do a lot of cooking rather than theory.
Connor – I have enjoyed the practical side of the classes and all the new skills I’ve learned.
Keelan – I enjoy VCAL because it is better for a trade and gave me insight into the real world. I like the
practical and hands on nature of it. We all really like being out of the classroom.
Andrew – “Being in VCAL doesn’t mean that you’re below others, in-fact, being here in this class is
actually better! Actually going outside with the classmates and doing hands-on work feels better than
picking up a pencil all day, try VCAL when you’re able. It’s a great experience.”

Year 6 Melbourne Trip
Last Tuesday 19th November, Year 6 students made their way to Melbourne for their annual camp. Our days
were jam packed and we enjoyed visiting Parliament House, ArtVo, Melbourne Star, Old Melbourne Gaol,
Melbourne Museum, MCG, Scienceworks, Sea Life Aquarium, Eureka Skydeck, Art Centre Melbourne,
Shrine of Remembrance and the Metro Tunnel system. We experienced using public transport in peak hour
and even got to lay eyes on Dusty Martin!
Below are some of our favourite moments:
Harry: My favourite part of the Melbourne trip was ArtVo because the photos we took were so realistic.
Ella: I really enjoyed the lightning show at Scienceworks because we got to see lightning close up!
Johno: I really liked the Eureka Skydeck because when I went on ‘The Edge’ it looked as if the glass floor
was cracking.
Sienna: The most interesting part of camp was ArtVo. I really loved how the photos stood out.
Lachlan: My favourite part of camp was going to the MCG because we got to go to places we had not been
into before.
Max: The aquarium was really good. All of the sea life was extremely interesting.

Caitlin: The Eureka Tower was so much fun! Most of us went on ‘The Edge’ and it was extremely high up.
Lauren: The aquarium was really good, especially the tunnel where you could watch the sea life swim over.
Jessica: My favourite part was Scienceworks. I loved the lightning show.
Joe: I liked Parliament house. The amount of Gold worked into its architecture was impressive!
James: The Old Melbourne Gaol was my absolute favourite part of camp because I got to learn more
information about Ned Kelly.
Sam: My favourite part of camp was the MCG because we got to go and see where all the footy players sit
in the ice baths after their games.
Brodie: My favourite part of camp was the MCG because we got to go down to the rooms and see the
coaches’ box.
Noah: The aquarium was my favourite part of camp because I enjoyed seeing the sea life.
Jack: The tour of the MCG was my favourite because we got to step foot onto the ground.
A big thankyou to Mr Bleicher for coming along with us!
April Griffiths

COMMUNITY NEWS
Boort netball club AGM
Tonight- Wednesday 27th November at 7.30pm at Boort Park. All members and players encouraged to
attend. Apologies to boortnc@gmail.com

Presents for Anglicare Victoria
Boort District Health will once again support Anglicare Bendigo this Christmas.
Presents can be left under the BDH Christmas tree in reception. All gifts will be donated to Anglicare for
distribution.
Gifts range from 0-16 years and there is no limit on what you can spend.
All gifts must be delivered by the morning of 9th December so they can be delivered to
Anglicare in Bendigo.
By collecting brand new toys and non-perishable food, your gifts can help to ensure that children in vulnerable
families and out-of-home care receive a gift, and that families will enjoy a few of the trimmings that help
promote the spirit of Christmas.
When gifts are received at Anglicare from the community, there will be a focus on supporting parents to choose
gifts themselves that they know their own child will love.

Mobile Phone Policy
PURPOSE
The aim of this policy is to:
 clearly articulate the School and DET’s regulations on the use of mobile technology for its students.
 to acknowledge the potential uses of mobile technology for students, staff and parents within the
education sector
 establish clear expectations for students and parents in the use of mobile technology.
 encourage social interaction amongst students at school
 explain to our school community the Department’s and Boort District P-12 School’s policy
requirements and expectations relating to students using mobile phones during the school hours of
8.50am and 3.30pm.
SCOPE
This policy applies to:
 All students at Boort District P-12 School. Charlton College will provide their own policy which
Boort students are to follow whilst at NCTTC. This policy will be communicated to students and
parents / carers each year.
 Students’ personal mobile phones brought onto the school site during school hours, including
recess and lunchtime.
Boort District P-12 School recognises that there are times when it is appropriate and useful for students to
have access to mobile technology – for example:







To contact parents in emergencies outside of school times
To inform welfare staff of emergency situations in ongoing welfare situations
On excursions or camps eg. Outdoor Education, Work Experience, when the students may not be
directly supervised
Security, when travelling to and from school and / or part time work
School work, as allowed and defined by the school and its teachers

Mobile phones, Laptops, iPads and internet enabled watches are all used by students as mobile
technology. Items other than Mobile Phones are addressed in the ICT Acceptable Users Policy.
Concerns that the school has in relation to the use of mobile phones include distraction from learning,
device addiction, the possibility of inappropriate communication and transmitting of images (cyberbullying), student privacy and the safe storage of devices.
DEFINITIONS
“School” means Boort District P-12 School
“Parent” means parent, guardian, carer
“Mobile technology” means technology that can be transported by students from class to class eg. Laptops,
iPads, internet enabled watches and phones, with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or
without a physical connection to a network.
POLICY
At BDS:
 Students in Years 9-12 who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off
and securely stored in their lockers during school hours from 8.50am until 3.30pm
 Students in Years 7-8 are encouraged not to bring mobile phones to school. These need to be
checked in to the school office prior to 8.50am and picked up at the end of the school day if brought.
They need to be powered off.
 No Year F-6 student should bring a mobile phone to school.
 Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further
information)
 When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office.
Secure storage
Mobile phones owned by students at BDS are considered valuable items and are brought to school at the
owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk. Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school
unless there is a compelling reason to do so. Please note that BDS does not have accident insurance for
accidental property damage or theft. Students and their parents/carers are encouraged to obtain
appropriate insurance for valuable items.
Where students bring a mobile phone to school, BDS will provide secure storage for Year 9-12 students in
lockers, while students in Years 7-8 need to check the phone in and out of the school office. Secure storage
is storage that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do so. At BDS, Year 9-12 students
are required to store their phones in locked lockers. Combination locks will be provided.
Enforcement
Students who use their mobile phones inappropriately at BDS will have their behaviour dealt with according
to the Student Code of Conduct, the Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy and the specific Mobile Phone
non-compliance steps listed below.
At BDS, inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during school hours, unless an exception has been
granted, and particularly, use of a mobile phone:
 in any way that disrupts the learning of others
 to send inappropriate, harassing or threatening messages or phone calls
 to engage in inappropriate social media use including cyber bullying





to capture video or images of people, including students, teachers and members of the school
community without their permission
to capture video or images in the school toilets, changing rooms, swimming pools and gyms
during exams and assessments

Exceptions
Exceptions to the policy:


may be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically,
o
o



Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and
Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite.

can be granted by the principal, or by the teacher for that class, in accordance with the Department’s
Mobile Phones Policy.

The three categories of exceptions allowed under the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy are:
1. Learning-related exceptions
Specific exception

Documentation

For specific learning activities (class-based exception)

Unit of work, learning sequence

For students for whom a reasonable adjustment to a
learning program is needed because of a disability or
learning difficulty

Individual Learning Plan, Individual Education
Plan

2. Health and wellbeing-related exceptions
Specific exception

Documentation

Students with a health condition, with medical
certificate from a Health Professional provided

Student Health Support Plan

Students who are Young Carers

A localised student record

3. Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite
Specific exception

Documentation

Travelling to and from excursions

Risk assessment planning documentation

Students on excursions and camps

Risk assessment planning documentation

When students are offsite (not on school grounds) and
unsupervised with parental permission

Risk assessment planning documentation

Students with a dual enrolment or who need to
undertake intercampus travel

Risk assessment planning documentation

Where an exception is granted, the student can only use the mobile phone for the purpose for which it was
granted.
Camps, excursions and extracurricular activities
BDS will provide students and their parents and carers with information about items that can or cannot be
brought to camps, excursions, special activities and events, including personal mobile phones and other
technology.
Exclusions
This policy does not apply to
 Out-of-school-hours events




Travelling to and from school
Students undertaking workplace learning activities, e.g. work experience, work placement

Non-Compliance
The following process will be followed with students who disobey the school’s policy on mobile technology
use:

1. First Offence
The phone/device will be secured at the Admin office, student name logged and the phone/device can be
collected by the student at the end of the day. A letter will be forwarded to parents/guardians warning of
further consequences.
2. Second Offence
As for Step 1, except that the phone/device will only be returned to a parent/guardian and cannot be
collected by the student. Student Network privileges may be restricted or withdrawn, based on
circumstances of use.
3. Subsequent Offence/s
As for Step 2, except that the student will also be given lunchtime detentions, after-school detentions or
eventually be given an in-school suspension or suspensions. These steps will depend on the nature of the
offence.
4. Failure To Hand Over Phone
If a student refuses to hand over their mobile phone:
-

Parent / carer will be contacted regarding behaviour
Student is to check phone into the office for the next 5 school days or not bring phone to school.
There will be a 25 minute lunch time detention the next day
If the student / parent refuses this process, then the student will be given an in-school suspension,
followed by checking the phone into the office for the next 5 days.
If this process is refused, then a suspension will result.

RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES
 Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy
 Student Code of Conduct
 ICT Acceptable Use Policy
 Mobile Phones – Department Policy
 Ban, Search and Seize Harmful Items
 Personal Goods – Department policy
REVIEW PERIOD
Policy
These guidelines are due for review at the end of Term 3 each year
Approval Date (School Council Ratification)

Date
September 2020
November 2019

